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SUPERGIRL'S FIRST VISIT 
THAT SHE STOPPED HE ALIEN'S 

BIO TO STRIP- 
MINE WHE ‘STREET 
BUSINESS DISTRICT, 
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BANK ROBBERIES. 
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THAN I WOULD ExPEcT 
UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, 
THAT'S HOW HE SPIRITED 
ME PAST THE GREAT 
BARRIER. 
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SEND MAIL TO: CASE STUDIES, DC COMICS, 1700 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, NY 10019 


Dear Jason, 

With issue #8 having just hit the 
stands, we‘re now done with two- 
thirds of the 1995 edition of 
SHOWCASE. So far, it has definitely 
been an above-average experience, 
and in that light, | can only look 
forward to the final four installments. 

ies As for this very issue‘s install- 
-ments, the second part of the Mongul 
feature was perhaps an even more 
interesting read than the first chapter 
of this story already was. While that 
first part served more as an 
introduction to the situation, this time 
around Mongul wasn’t taking no crap 
from nobody, claiming a whole world 
and its entire populace as his servants. 
He was the one to decide about life 
and death, and about the when, 
where, and how. His word was the 
law people would have to live by. If 
not, they die. Simple as that. 

This was turning out to be a fine 
piece of work, but the twist came 
when Mongul faced a virus killing his 
servants. This surely made the tale 
even more intriguing than it already 
had been, but on that final page, 
where he finds two survivors, the 
tingles were truly climbing up my very 
spine in sheer horror. Definitely one 
helluva piece of work here. Wow!! 

The Arsenal feature was kinda 
fun, actually much to my initial 
expectations. | mean, | like the guy 
over at the Titans, and his past makes 
him quite an intriguing and complex 
character, but solo adventures? | didn’t 
think so. Well, that opinion needs 
fixing, because | actually loved this 
short story here. Okay, it was simple, 
straightforward and not truly novel in its 
approach, but it’s the warm, feel-good 
ending that really counts. And besides, 
the artwork by David Zimmermann 
truly surprised me as well, its clear lines 
giving the tale much depth. 

Finally, The Spectre. Ah yes. 
Although I've only just started 
collecting his own monthly mag, | feel 
as though I’ve been reading his 
adventures since day one. This issue’s 
installment about the green and white 
not-quite hero only enhanced that 
feeling as John Ostrander once more 
showcased his superb talents (that’s 
probably why you guys named this 
book SHOWCASE, right?). 

The Spectre’s unexpected trip 
inside Genevieve'’s mind, experiencing 


everything she has ever felt since she 
became a vampire, truly was a very 
intriguing plot twist, and it has set the 
stage for a storyline that will run in the 
Spectre’s own book. What can | say 
to that, other than: sounds absolutely 
great to me! 

Yes, this was one of those issues 
again. Nothing but a straight A! Well 
done, fellas. 

Olav Beemer 
The Netherlands 


Well, thanks for the good grade, 
Olay. By now you've seen the final 
four installments, and | hope you’re 
just os happy. Did you catch that 
those two surviyors at the end are 
actually Mongul’s children? So now 
we know whatever happens to 
Mongul, those two tykes are out 
there somewhere... 
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Dear Jason, 

I'll skip the obligatory Hamlet joke 
and move right on to this: Could 
anybody out there recognize Dan 
Jurgens as this month’s cover penciller 
on SHOWCASE ‘95? Talk about a 
face that only a mother could love 
(Mongul, that is, not Dan). Mongul 
always seemed to be a second-rate 
Darkseid to me, with their similar 
dreams of grandeur (just witness the 
statue on page 4), not to mention 
their use of fear. 

But this issue has highlighted a 
fundamental difference between the 
two: while Darkseid would never 
dream of getting his own hands dirty, 
Mongul would not have it any other 
way. And while Darkseid is becoming 
a bit stale as a character, | actually 
find myself rooting for Mongul... | 
even wish he had succeeded in 
building a new Warworld. The art, as 
with last issue, was perfectly crisp and 
suitable for the story. 

Having collected only the 
SUPERMAN line over the past couple 
of years, I’ve been out of the loop in 
regard to the rest of the DC Universe. 
In fact it wasn’t until | read the 
Cheshire comment on page 28 that | 
finally realized who Arsenal actually 
was. And for some strange reason, | 
thought Checkmate was defunct... 
Why | read SHOWCASE, reason #18: 
updates. The story itself was rather 











Cover by Tom Grummett, colored by Gloria Vasque: with separations by Android Images. 









simple, however, with art to back 
it up. David Zimmermann and 
Fred Fredericks made me feel like 
| was reading an Archie comic at 
times. 

In “Sunken Beauty,” John 
Ostrander wrote a very convincing 
argument for the continued 
existence of vampires. And for 
the first time in my comics- 
reading experience, the hero’s 
counterargument failed to justify 
the actions taken against said 
vampire (nice try, Spectre). And | 
see Tom Mandrake has found a 
character he truly belongs on with 
some very Gene-Colan-like art. 
But wait—page 37, last panel: is 
that Firestorm? 
: Chris Hines 

Truro, NS 





Alas, poor Chris Hines, we knew 
him... Well, it looks like we 
know him better than he knows 
Firestorm, anyway. No, that 
was just the Spectre in his 
orange justice-rendering mode, 
but for more on Firestorm, 
check out the pages of 
EXTREME JUSTICE! 
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Dear Case Studies, 

| must admit that with the 
recent GREEN LANTERN and 
FLASH appearances, | thought 
the Mongul story (which 
concluded this issue) might be a 
step or two in the direction of 
overkill (no pun intended). 1 
was wrong — the conclusion of 
this tale left me with many 
questions about our yellow- 
skinned tyrant, which in itself is 
a good sign that Mongul hasn’t 
been overused. 

The questions | mentioned 
center around Mongul’s children 
and how he will manage to raise 
them and how long it will take for 
them to mature. It is obvious from 
his speech that Mongul is well- 
educated, but does this education 
extend to child-rearing? Will the 
children tend towards Mongul’s 
malevolence? Will they receive an 
education themselves or will 
Mongul prefer to keep them as 
stupid as possible? | must admit 


that | was appalled by Mongul’s 
savagery (as intended), but 
| found his perception 
of events almost incom- 
prehensible. The perfect 
example of this is the 
thoughts Mongul displays 
about what a waste all the 
virus-induced deaths were 
and how sickening the 
smell of burning flesh was. 
(compared to, say, crusted 
heads?) 

“Lian‘s Present” was 
an interesting story, but 
frankly I’m not sure | see 
the point of it all. Don’t get 
me wrong — the narrative 
was clear enough, but why 
Arsenal for this rescue? 
Despite my misgivings, | 
must admit that being 
allowed inside Roy's head 
to see what he’s thinking of a 
mission was interesting. 

“Sunken Beauty” was an 
excellent read, as most Spectre 
tales are. Again | found myself 
surprised by the turn of events in 
this story (as in the others), 
although in this case, the 
surprise was more profound. 
The Spectre appears to have 
been profoundly lacking in 
essential information here — a 
shortcoming that allowed 
Genevieve Dumond to easily 
ensnare and torment him. 
Something equally confusing 
was the way the Spectre freed 
himself, as though he could’ve 
done so at any time. Perhaps 
he chose to endure the torment 
to more clearly judge the facts 
as they were? Nice job overall 
— kudos all ‘round!! 

Gregory Kenfield 
Harrison Township, MI 


Mongul’s children are actually 
enrolled right now, as | write 
this, in one of the most pres- 
tigious institutions in space. So 
watch out if you see two bald 
yellow tykes; don’t mess with 
them! 


All right, that’s all we got for 
you in ‘95! 

Jason Hernandez-Rosenblatt 
—DC's resident bald yellow tyke 
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That may be all for ’95, 
but we've got more coming 
at you in "96... 







SHOWCASE '96 #1 features 
part one of a two-part story 
‘featuring Steel and Guy 
Gardner: Warrior. More is 
revealed about their shared past 
as they take on Sledge and a 
mystery man who has been 
plaguing Warrior's past ina 
story by Beau Smith, Sergio 
Cariello and Rob Leigh. Also 
see Terrible Turpin in a knock- 
down drag-out fight with a 
demon in a tale of the 
Metropolis S.C.U. brought to 
you by Scot Giencin and Roger 
Robinson. And last, but not 
least, where has Aqualad been 
all this time? Find out ina 
tidal wave of a story by Phil 
Jimenez! 






























